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Supporting Excellence 
with Established & Emerging Investigators



What is unique and successful about Beaumont/ Rotunda Hospitals 
and RCSI?
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Beaumont RCSI Cancer Centre
OECI Accreditation

• Research and clinical trials is a key metric

• Synergistic working Between RCSI-CRC and 
Cancer Clinical Trials Unit



RCSI-CRC Close Collaborations with RCSI-SSG 
for Translational Research

Dawn 
McGlade
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Neurovascular Stroke Studies
ESCAPE Study

Professor David Williams and Professor John Thornton
• 4180 citations

• 258,104 Page Views

• Beaumont CRC was the Largest Recruiter of 
Patients outside Canada

• Led to a ’seachange’ in the management of 
ischaemic stroke

• ESCAPE recruitment model led to SCTNI



Prof. Michael O’Reilly
HRB Emerging Clinician Scientist Award 2020

11OXO-Diabetes

DHEA

Polycystic ovary syndrome
Professor Michael O’Reilly

‘PCOS guidelines are informed by low-to-moderate quality evidence’

• 3-fold increased risk of type 2 diabetes mellitus

• 2-fold increased risk of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease 

• 2-fold increased risk of cardiovascular disease



Mechanistic Research in PCOS leading to clinical trials

Prof. Michael O’Reilly
HRB Emerging Clinician Scientist Award 2020

11OXO-Diabetes



European Clinical Research Alliance for Infectious Diseases

Key member for future adaptive trial platforms across EUActive recruitment Boostavac COVID vaccine study

All Ireland Infectious Diseases Cohort
RCSI >900 enrolled in biobank

Infectious Disease Research
Dr Eoughan De Barra and Prof Sam McConkey



WHO COVID-19 Solidarity Therapeutics Trial
RCSI-CRC largest recruiter Nationally



Ongoing site for EU wide adaptive platform 
COVID and potentially other viral infections

Largest Irish recruiter to Pharma sponsored 
injectable HIV medicines trial. Positive 
findings now market approved. 

Largest Irish recruiter to Pharma sponsored 
HIV medicine phase IV trial

Infectious Disease Studies



Professor Richard Costello 
Technology and Asthma Control (INCA studies)



Professor Gerry McElvaney
Cystic Fibrosis and alpha 1 antitrypsin research



Investigator initiated 
Double blind, placebo controlled RCT in COVID

Professor Ger Curley and Professor Gerry McElvaney



Department of Gastroenterology & Hepatology
Professor Karen Boland and Professor John Ryan

• Inflammatory Bowel Disease

• M14-533:  A Phase 3 Multicenter, Long Term Extension Study to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of 
upadacitinib in Subjects with Ulcerative Colitis (UC)

• Celgene RPC01-3201:  A Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled Study of 
Oral Ozanimod as Induction Therapy for Moderately to Severely Active Crohn’s Disease

• RPC01-3204:  Open label extension study of ozanimod in Crohn’s disease

• Hepatology

• NUT-3/NAS: Efficacy and safety of norursodeoxycholic acid in NASH

• NN9931-4553: The Effect of semaglutide in Subjects with Non-Cirrhotic Non-Alcoholic Steatohepatitis

• Interventional Endoscopy

• Archimedes: To assess utility of bio-degradable bile duct stent

• Sure Study: Multi-centre prospective study to assess performance of single use duodenoscope

• Impact of bariatric endoscopy on NAFLD (IBENA study)



Pulmonary Fibrosis in Ireland
Professor Killian Hurley

Profs. Michael Keane, Cormack McCarthy

Prof. Seamas Donnelly

Dr. Michael Henry

Dr. Aidan O’Brien

Prof. Anthony O’Regan

Dr. Killian Hurley (PI); Dr Katherine O’Reilly; Dr. Michelle Murray

Collaborators in All Hospital Groups

• National Referral Pathway
• Estimate prevalence
• Genotype/phenotype relationships
• Patient samples for disease 

modelling 

Patients from our National 
Referral Network

Evaluate Patients with 
familial and ‘sporadic’ ILD

Aim 1. Determine the yield of 
genomic diagnostics in FPF



Model familial pulmonary fibrosis using 
patient-derived iPSC lung organoids.

Type 2 alveolar epithelial 
cells Spheroids (iAT2)

ERC Starting Grant



Rotunda Hospital Clinical Research and Trials



CLINICAL RESEARCH COURSES

• Introduction to Drug Development & Clinical Research
• Clinical Research Governance & GCP Principles
• Investigator Responsibilities
• Safety Reporting, Essential Documents & Regulatory Inspection

Good Clinical Practice (GCP): IMP 
Trials

In-person or online

• Introduction to Clinical Research and GCP Principles
• Medical Devices: Types & Classification; Legislation; Clinical Evaluation
• Planning and Conducting a Clinical Investigation
• Safety Reporting, Monitoring & Audit

Good Clinical Practice in Medical 
Device Research

In-person or online

• Study Set-up and Administration: Feasibility to Site Initiation
• Study Organisation and Management
• Patient Recruitment, Informed Consent & Study Visits
• Quality, Safety & Regulatory Issues

Clinical Research Coordination 
and Management

Online



Thank you

Email:
Director of RCSI-CRC:  Marksherlock@rcsi.com
Director of Operations RCSI-CRC:  FionnualaKeane@rcsi.com

mailto:Marksherlock@rcsi.com
mailto:FionnualaKeane@rcsi.com
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